A RESOLUTION
BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE INTENT OF THE ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL TO CONTINUE MAKING REVISIONS WHERE APPROPRIATE TO THE 2021 CITY OF ATLANTA COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES OF THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, BASED ON UNPRECEDENTED FEEDBACK FROM ATLANTA RESIDENTS AND NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING UNIT LEADERSHIP; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, preparing, adopting, maintaining, and implementing a comprehensive development plan is a requirement for local governments pursuant to the Georgia Planning Act of 1989 and to maintain qualified local government certification to be eligible for select state funding and permitting programs; and

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) adopted the “Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning” effective on October 1, 2018, and established October 31, 2021, as the deadline for the City of Atlanta to adopt a comprehensive development plan that meets the Standards and Procedures for Comprehensive Planning; and

WHEREAS, Atlanta City Design, adopted in the City Charter Section 3-601 in December 2017, is a concept for design of Atlanta and provides a framework for Atlanta’s Comprehensive Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta City Council has received correspondence from the chairs of 16 Neighborhoods Planning Units (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, I, O, P, Q, T, V, W, Y, Z) -- representing 182 neighborhoods -- expressing serious concerns with the structure and content of the proposed 2021 Comprehensive Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta City Council has also received an unprecedented level of communication from Atlanta residents on the proposed 2021 Comprehensive Development Plan, including more than 2,500 voicemails and more than 1,100 emails; and

WHEREAS, that outreach was nearly unanimous in its concerns about the proposals alignment with Atlanta City Design as well as the proposal incorporating a significant shift in approach to the City’s growth plan, a departure from the minimal administrative update that had been communicated as the Department of City Planning’s goal; and

WHEREAS, the feedback from residents and neighborhood leaders also included concerns about prioritizing major density increases without also addressing current infrastructure needs and planning for future ones; and

WHEREAS, there is a clear desire from residents and neighborhood leadership to see the City make additional revisions where appropriate to the 2021 Comprehensive Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes additional revisions would be undertaken through the process established by the Rules of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs; and

WHEREAS, there is also a clear desire from residents and neighborhood leadership that future conversations around the Comprehensive Development Plan include a more intensive community engagement effort, so that all NPUs may better understand and evaluate the changes being proposed.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY RESOLVES, to continue making revisions where appropriate to the 2021 City of Atlanta Comprehensive Development Plan, in accordance with the rules of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, based on unprecedented feedback from Atlanta residents and Neighborhood Planning Unit Leadership.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these revisions will be accomplished through the process established by the Rules of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs as laid out in Chapter 110-12-1-.04. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby waived to the extent of any conflict
