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The Creek Indian War of 1836

Andrew Jackson was elected president of the United States in 1829, and with his inauguration the government stance toward Indians turned harsher. Jackson abandoned the policy of his predecessors of treating different Indian groups as separate nations. Instead, he aggressively pursued plans to move all Indian tribes living east of the Mississippi River to Oklahoma.

Early in his administration, Jackson addressed the Creeks and their allies:

	Friends and Brothers - By permission of the Great Spirit above, and the voice of the people, I have been made President of the United States, and now speak to you as your Father and friend, and request you to listen. Your warriors have known me long You know 1 love my white and red children, and always speak with a straight, and not with a forked tongue; that I have always told you the truth. I now speak to you, as my children, in the language of truth-Listen.
Where you now are, you and my white children are too near to each other to live in harmony and peace. Your game is destroyed, and many of your people will not work and till the earth.
Beyond the great River Mississippi, where apart of your nation has gone, your Father has provided a country large enough for all of you, and he advises you to remove to it.
There your white brothers will not trouble you; they will have no claim to the land, and you can live upon it you and all your children, as long as the grass grows or the water runs, in peace and plenty. It will be yours forever. For the improvements in the country where you now live, and for all the stock which you cannot take with you, your Father will pay you a fair price.
Where you now live, your white brothers have always claimed the land. The land beyond the Mississippi belongs to the President and to no one else; and he will give it to you for forever....


Chief Speckled Snake gave this reply to Muscogee (Creek) Indians: 

	Brothers! When the white man first came to these shores, the Muscogees gave him land, and kindled him afire to make him comfortable. And when the pale faces of the south [the Spanish] made war on him, their young men drew the tomahawk and protected his head from the scalping knife.
But when the white man had warmed himself before the Indian's fire, and filled himself with the Indian's hominy, he became very large. He stopped not for the mountain tops, and his feet covered the plains and the valleys. His hands grasped the eastern and western sea.
Then he became our great father. He loved his red children; but said, 'You must move a little farther, lest I should by accident tread on you. With one foot he pushed the red man over the Oconee, and with the other he trampled down the graves of his fathers.
But our great father still loved his red children, and he soon made them another talk He said much; but it all meant nothing, but 'move a little farther; you are too near me.
I have heard a great many talks from our great father, and they all began and ended the same.
Brothers! When he made us a talk on a former occasion, he said, 'Get a little farther. Go beyond the Oconee and the Ocmulgee. There is a pleasant country.' He also said, 'It will be yours forever.'
Now he says, 'The land you live on is not yours. Go beyond the Mississippi. There is game. There you may remain while the grass grows or the water runs.
Brothers! Will not our great father come there also? He loves his red children, and his tongue is not forked.


At Jackson's request, the United States Congress opened a fierce debate on an Indian Removal Bill. In the end, the bill passed, but the vote was close. The Senate passed the measure 28 to 19, while in the House it squeaked by, 102 to 97. Jackson signed the legislation into law June 30, 1830.

Most Creeks angrily opposed the idea of moving west. They had no desire to leave their homelands where they had lived and buried their loved ones for many years. Many had apparently done exactly what the federal government had urged. They had adopted the ways of white settlers. They owned farms, and some owned slaves and raised cattle. Jim Barnard, for example, according to the Indian Census of 1832, maintained a household where there were three males, three females, and three slaves.

But the push to take over Indian lands was relentless. There were more negotiations with the Indians, leading to another treaty in 1832. The Creeks and their allies surrendered all claims to land in the Southeast in exchange for an Indian territory west of the Mississippi River. The Creeks received firm assurances, however, that any individual native who wished to remain in Alabama was free to do so. Those who chose to stay were to receive property they could farm. Anyone remaining on the land for five years would gain a property' title and become undisputed owner. The federal government also guaranteed to protect any Indians remaining behind and to remove any whites who trespassed on their farms.

For those wishing to migrate west, the government agreed to pay transportation costs and to finance their subsistence for one year.

The treaty ink was barely dry when the promises began unraveling. For years, many whites had hated, underestimated, stereotyped, and feared the Indians, feelings that were in some instances fueled by grief over friends or family killed in Indian wars. Now all the pent up hostility, coupled with a desire for free land, exploded into violence.
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ch11/f074.jpgWhite settlers invaded Indian farmsteads, beating, murdering, raping, and driving the natives off their allocated land. Still other Indians lost their land to trickery. Speculators, many of them headquartered in Columbus, hatched various schemes to induce Indians to abandon their allotments.

Many natives fled into the swamps and deep forests. They struggled to survive by hunting and gathering wild foods. There were reports of Indians starving. Conditions degenerated so much that Andrew Jackson dispatched an envoy, Francis Scott Key (composer of the Star Spangled Banner), to Fort Mitchell to try to curtail the violence. But tragedy continued to unfold.

In the winter of 1834, a group of 634 Indians departed for the West. The weather turned bitterly cold, and the natives were so poorly clad that they had to stop repeatedly to build fires, sometimes seven times a day, to keep from freezing. By the time the group reached Oklahoma, 161 had died.

The assaults and swindles perpetrated against the Indians remaining in Alabama continued, abetted by the state government, which did everything possible to pressure the Indians to leave. Native Americans were not allowed to testify in court and had no rights to file legal claims against their tormentors. There were few avenues to turn to for help.

Rumors swirled through the white settlements about impending Indian attacks. Members of the Georgia militia, in a state of high alert, erected a stronghold on what is now Fort Benning to defend against attacks in Georgia. Called Fort Twiggs, the post was apparently completed in March 1836, next to a spring about three quarters of a mile from the Chattahoochee. The stockade fences, about eight feet tall, enclosed an area of about 140 square feet.

There were two attached blockhouses, both two stories high, and a third blockhouse separate from the fort, not far from a horse corral, where guards were stationed around the clock. In a communication written to Georgia Governor William Schley, Major John Howard of the Georgia militia explained that he kept most fort supplies in one of the blockhouses "and my corn in the upper stories of the other two."

With about 180 soldiers stationed at the outpost, Major Howard thought he could fend off any attack and still allow half the force to scour the nearby countryside for hostile forces. He wrote the governor that soldiers should remain at the fort "until the emigration [of Indians] commences, to preserve peace, as well as to tranquilize the public's mind."

Howard alluded to how jittery white settlers in Georgia had become. "On Sunday morning last we had quite an alarm." Some settlers "came in from the other side of the river and informed us that the Indians had taken a flat [a boat] and had been crossing in the night in large numbers. Immediately [we] mustered 40 good and true men and returned to the place, where it was found they had, as usual," left no signs. "I continued the scout down the river until I had passed beyond all the trails they usually travel.... Satisfied that the information was from alarm only, I returned the same evening. Upon returning to the camp, [I] ascertained that the flat had only been turned loose by the Indians and had been found lodged against a snag after floating about two miles." Howard added, "Although I have no confidence in the frequent alarms, we attend to them all."

Within about a month, however, concerns about mounting Indian anger proved justified. Several chiefs, including Eneah Emathla, a Hitchitee Creek, and Jim Henry, a Yuchi or Hitchitee Creek, led warriors in attacks on white settlements. White settlers on both sides of the Chattahoochee were fleeing the area, while volunteers began pouring in from distant parts of Georgia to help squash the revolt.

Major General Armstrong Bailey of the Georgia militia wrote the governor on May 8 to report that a settler had been killed. The body of Mr. Flournoy "was pierced with two balls and the head scalped. The settlers in the neighborhood of the disaffected Indians have all left their plantations with their [slaves] and have come into this place [Columbus] and its neighborhood for protection. Several other murders are reported to have been committed yesterday and the day before. They [the murders], however, want confirmation (although some of them are believed).… I am clearly under the impression that the probabilities of an open rupture with a portion of the Creek Nation is daily increasing." Major General Armstrong Bailey hesitated to estimate how many natives would fight, but added, "Their number is beyond doubt rapidly increasing and will continue to do so until an efficient force is stationed in the territory of Alabama for the protection of her unfortunate and defenseless citizens."

Georgia Governor William Schley received various reports on the flight of whites to Columbus and Fort Mitchell. One communique from Russell County, Alabama indicated that the Indian agent, Colonel John Crowell, had advance word about the outbreak of war. According to the communique, Crowell "stated that Ne ha micco, the principal chief of the lower Creeks, advised him and a few of his particular friends not to sleep in his house, but to go to the Fort [Mitchell] or leave the Nation for his people were determined to fight and he could not prevent it. This disposition was not confined to a few Indians but was a general feeling among them.... Two white men have been murdered, William B. Flourney and a Mr. Hobbs, and there are rumors of others. Ne ha micco further advised Col. Crowell to inform the citizens of Columbus that they might expect an attack. The mayor has called a meeting of the citizens."

Another letter to the governor from a Georgia citizen, Levi Simpson, urged seeking a peaceful solution. "...the Indians are at this time almost in a state of starvation for want of bread... [the fighting] might be stopped by sending them something to eat by such persons as they know to be their friends… I think such a course of conduct might have a tendency to pacify them."

Simpson's pleas were ignored. The war was already out of control. More Georgia militia forces were ordered to reinforce Fort Twiggs. Not everyone, however, wanted to follow the orders. Major William Holland and others living in Randolph County wrote Governor Schley from Cuthbert, Georgia (just south of the Fort Benning area), complaining that they shouldn't be required to go to Fort Twiggs. "A great many men have deserted [this county] to [go] to other and stronger parts of the state. Most of our women and children are gone-some, God knows where - we don't [know]. We are commanded to march tomorrow to Fort Twiggs. . . . But what for?

"To guard Columbus and its vicinity, leaving our farms and [slaves], our sacred firesides to the ravages of ruthless savages.

"The weak are compelled to contribute their might to aid the strong. Is this impartial administration?... No, it is because men of influence with public officers entrusted with the management of Indian affairs live about Columbus and in that direction."

A dispatch from Colonel John Dill at Fort Gaines, Georgia (also south of the Fort Benning area) expressed similar reservations about diverting militia to Fort Twiggs. According to Dill's letter, most of the white settlements in the area, all the way north to Columbus, had been abandoned.

The Creeks and their allies did cross the Chattahoochee and attacked settlements in Georgia. Their most devastating assault came at the small community of Roanoke, just south of the Fort Benning area, in Stewart County, Georgia, where Hitchiti Indians killed 12 people and torched the town.

On at least two occasions, Creek Indians also attacked steamboats carrying troops through the Fort Benning area. The paddle wheeler Hyperion was about eight miles south of Columbus when Indians opened fire. The ship engineer and one or two others were wounded. The boat pilot, John Brockway, was shot dead and fell at the wheel, leaving the craft without anyone at the helm. The steamboat drifted aimlessly toward the Georgia side of the river before crewmen managed to wrestle it back under control and steer safely to Columbus.

In another incident, the Metamora was steaming upriver near Uchee Shoals with armed state militia aboard. The craft was patrolling the Chattahoochee to prevent Creek warriors from crossing to attack Georgia settlements. Suddenly, Indians began shooting from the river banks. The boat engineer, one of the first to be hit, fell dead on the deck. Several others were wounded.

Incensed, the boat captain decided to retaliate. He swung the vessel around, reversing course, toward where the first shots had been fired. As he steered alongside where the Indians were hiding, the soldiers on board opened fire. The Indians fired back, while the steamboat continued to float with the current. During the exchange of gunfire, there were several more casualties on board. Warriors also probably died, but numbers of Indian dead and wounded are unknown.

The captain decided against another engagement. He maneuvered the craft farther down river and docked so soldiers could carry the bodies of their comrades ashore and bury them.

Despite such intense battles, the days when the Creeks and their allies could mount a serious challenge to white settlers had long since past. The warriors were soon overwhelmed. Many were rounded up and held at

Fort Mitchell until they could be transported out of the area. Jacob Motte, an Army surgeon stationed at the fort, observed one cluster of 500 hostile Creeks being marched West. "The men were handcuffed two together, and a long chain passing between the double file connected them all together.… The women followed drowned in tears...."

A large group of Indians still at large tried to escape south to join forces with the Seminoles in Florida. Federal troops commanded by Winfield Scott, however, moved along the Chattahoochee and bottled up the Indians' avenue of retreat. Then, in June 1837, federal troops led by General Thomas S. Jesup captured the Creek chief, Eneah Emathla. Soon after, about a thousand of his followers surrendered.

A report written at the time described the scene as U.S. soldiers herded defeated Indian warriors toward Fort Mitchell. "On the 22 June, we witnessed the grand entree of a drove of [Indians] into the Fort, consisting of men, women, and children, in all about one thousand. Among them [were] 200 warriors… brought in… under the command of Major General Patterson... They were all ages, from a month old to a hundred years.... The old 'Blind King' as he is called, [one of the chiefs], rode in the center of the throng... his feeling of hostility continued to rankle at his heart."

In July, about 2,500 Indians, including about 900 Yuchis, were loaded on two steamboats and carried down the Alabama River to Mobile. From there, they were transferred to the Indian territory in present-day Oklahoma.

Federal authorities were about to remove a final group of Creeks when conflicts erupted anew with the Seminoles further south. A force of 700 Lower Creek warriors agreed to patrol in Florida in support of the American military. The warriors' families were kept in concentration camps where they were supposedly under federal protection.

However, mobs from Alabama and Georgia broke in and ransacked the camps. They raped women, killed some occupants, and carted others away to be slaves. Some of the Indians managed to flee into nearby swamps, only to be pursued by the Alabama militia, which killed many of them.

About 4,000 Creeks were moved to concentration camps in Mobile, Alabama in March 1837. When Lower Creek warriors returned from the Florida war, they found the remnants of their families in the camps. Soon, all the Indians from the camps were loaded onto steamships and sent to the Indian territory, whether they had supported the United States or not.

Town of Roanoke Destroyed

At dawn of May 15th, 1836 the town of Roanoke awoke to an attack by Creek War Leader Jim Henry and 200 to 300 Creek warriors. The town was taken by complete surprise and the Georgia Militia could not set up a defense fast enough to save the town. The Indians burned plantations, carried off Negro slaves, and destroyed livestock. Over 100 of the town's residents were forced to flee. Fifteen residents were killed, including four who were burned to death when the hotel was torched. Captain Horne of the militia was wounded, but was saved by a man who dragged him down into a ravine to hide until the Indians had left. Finally a militia force arrived to drive off Jim Henry.  The destructive work of the Creeks continued. The hostiles attacked steamers on the Chattahoochee River, sinking one, and killing and wounding the crew and passengers on another. Soon 2400 refugees flooded into Columbus. 

Battle of Shepherd's Plantation

The Battle of Shepherd's Plantation in Stewart County, Georgia was one of the more costly battles for the Georgia Militia.  A Georgia Militia Company commanded by Captain Hammond Garmany from Gwinnett County was mustered and sent down to Stewart County to defend the settlements and help round up the Creeks. As Garmany's soldiers were sitting down for dinner on the afternoon of June 9, 1836, they heard two shots in the distance. Thinking that it was another local Militia Company, they went to investigate. Apparently these shots were part of a carefully laid trap by the Creeks that the company soon fall into. 


Garmany's Company went about a half mile, and the men carried nothing but their arms and ammunition. They found the Creeks in a wooded spot, and took cover behind trees and fired. The Creeks fell back, and the company moved forward and fired again. The Creeks moved back a second time, and the company moved forward again. Soon Garmany's men noticed that each time they would send a volley of fire, the Creeks would fall back further, but each time more warriors would join them. Garmany's men, numbering about 40, soon found themselves almost surrounded by at least 250 Creek warriors. 

Captain Garmany ordered a retreat so they would not get completely surrounded. The company fired and fell back, and ran. The soldiers start to get separated and scattered. Captain Garmany and several of his men fell back a half-mile to a local farm and homestead. Not all of the men joined him, and some were separated in other wooded areas. 

Garmany reached the farm, and the soldiers set up defensive positions. Creek warriors were approaching from the other side of the homestead. Close fighting ensued. Captain Garmany is shot in the thigh, and at first the men thought he was killed until he let them know that he still lived. The soldiers were surrounded and under heavy fire. Suddenly, 30 more militia soldiers arrived under the Command of Major Jernigan of Stewart County. Jernigan was three miles away at Fort Jones, and realized that Garmany needed help when he heard the distant firing. Jernigan's men fired on the Indians, and distracted them enough for Garmany and his men to escape. 17 more soldiers of Garmany's company later arrive from nearby Fort McCreary. 

Of the other soldiers that scattered and were not with Garmany, they had a very difficult time. Creek warriors chased them over two miles through woods and homesteads. Eight men of Garmany's command were killed, most being ones who were scattered apart from the main group. They were found hiding in different places and killed one by one. One private describes that he was fleeing so fast that he was dropping everything, including his oversized clothes that were slowing him down. By the time he was found by another soldier, he had nothing but his musket without accouterments, hiding in the mud of the swamp. Being naked and covered in muck, the soldier who found him almost mistook him for a Creek warrior. 

The Creek Regiment in the U.S. Army
The attempt to remove the Seminoles in Florida in the 1830’s began a war that started out as a disaster for the United States, who during the first year of the war saw no clear victories. In September 1836, 759 Creeks were recruited by the United States Army to become Indian scouts and mediators against the Seminoles in an attempt to end the war in Florida. The government promised Creek warriors payment for their services. The removal was taking a high toll on the Creek people, and many did not have enough money or food provisions to make the journey out west. If they received payment for joining the regiment, it would ensure that their families would better survive the journey west. 

Of the Creek warriors who went to Florida, 110 died, and mostly from disease and sickness. One of the casualties was the husband of Millie Francis, who is known as the "Florida Pocohontas" for saving the life of an American soldier years earlier, and caused Congress to give her a congressional medal which she received years later on her deathbed. 

While the warriors were down in Florida, their families were gathered and put at a remote coastal brick fortification on the gulf coast, Fort Morgan, Alabama. The fort had been almost abandoned since the garrison left the year before to fight in Florida, where many of the soldiers had been killed with Major Dade. When the Creeks left Fort Morgan in 1837, they took with them about 18 inches of dirt off the top layer of the fort. The Creeks did not stay inside the fort, but were scattered down the beach for miles.  The state of Florida also recruited a Creek regiment to fight the Seminoles in Florida.

CHRONOLOGY OF Events and Skirmishes

26 Jan 1836 - "Battle of Hitchity" near Bryants Ferry on the Chattahoochee River, in Stewart County, Georgia. A Company of local militia fires upon 40 Creek warriors crossing the river. The Creeks defend their position on a bluff and drive off the militia. 

19 May 1836 -General Thomas Sidney Jesup becomes commander of the western troops involved in the Creek war, and soon comes in conflict with General Scott over conflicting tactics and strategies. 

22 May 1836 -Creek Indians surround and attack the town of Irwinton, Alabama (today the city of Eufaula.) They are repulsed after sustaining heavy losses. 

09 Jun 1836 -The steamboat Metamora on the Chattahoochee River, carrying Georgia militia troops, is fired upon by a large number of Creek warriors on the shore, about 20 miles south of Columbus, Georgia. 

22 Jun to       -A company of Florida Militia from Columbia County has several battles against the Creeks in the

22 Oct 1836   Okefenokee Swamp area, claiming to have killed and taken prisoner many Indians. 

1 Jul 1836 - General Scott declares the Creek War in Georgia and Alabama over. The announcement is premature. 84 year old Neamathla and hundreds of his warriors are marched 90 miles in chains from Fort Mitchell to Montgomery, Alabama. Scott estimates that there are only about 200 Creeks still at large in the swamps or on their way to Florida. 

03 Jul 1836 - The Battle of Chickasawhachee Swamp in Baker County, Georgia ends with defeat for the Creeks. Soldiers route the Indians from an almost impenetrable island in the swamp and secure all the Indian's supplies and food. 

10 Jul 1836 - Battle of Brushy Creek. Georgia militia pursues and attacks Creeks retreating into Florida. At the beginning of the battle, the Indians have the advantage; but with the arrival of more troops, they are forced to retreat and disappear into the swamp. The Creeks left in such a hurry that many babies were found abandoned and dead. 

The same day there is a skirmish on the Alapaha River in Georgia. 

24 Jul 1836 - Skirmish near Wesley Chapel, Stewart County, Georgia. Creeks defeat and drive away a company of Georgia Militia. 

25 Jul 1836 - Battle of Nochaway. A Company of Georgia Militia under Major Jernigan pursues the Creeks the next day and engages them in a fierce fight in the swamp on Nochaway Creek. The soldiers are out numbered and forced to withdraw from the battle. 

27 Jul 1836 - Georgia militia forces continue to battle the Creeks in the swamp of Nochaway Creek, with very hard fighting until the soldiers attack the hammock from two different sides and completely drive out the Creeks from area. 

27 Aug 1836 -Battle of Cow Creek in southern Georgia. Georgia militia forces find and attack Creeks who are heading into the Okefenokee Swamp. 

Over the next year, Georgia and Alabama militia units will search the remote areas of Georgia for any Creeks. There are a few skirmishes where they find and attack small groups that have little food or weapons. In 1837, the Florida Militia will lead a relentless campaign against the Creeks in Florida, and in some instances will brutally kill defenseless Creek prisoners. 

03 Feb 1837 -Skirmish between Alabama Militia and Creek Indians near Cowikee Creek, southeast Alabama. 

?? Feb 1837  -Skirmish with Creek Indians and Alabama Militia along Pea River in Alabama at Hobdy Bridge. 

25 Mar 1837-Battle along the Pea River in Alabama near Hobdy Bridge. Alabama Militia forces find and overrun an Indian camp in the swamp. Many of the soldiers are firing in the water at a heavily defended Indian camp. The battle lasts for almost four hours with heavy casualties on both sides. There is a lot of close hand-to-hand combat with even the Creek women from the camp fighting and firing weapons. The soldiers eventually take the camp with a cost of about a dozen casualties, and maybe as many as 50 Creeks killed. This would be the last battle in Georgia and Alabama as the war with the Creeks shift south to Florida. 
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