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pay a 1993 parking ticket.

1!
urday — but not today. “This is it," he

violators paying ﬂnu' dating back to

Lost revenue may total $60 million

Summerhill’s fortunes |
on upturn, but other
areas recall better days

By Hollis R. Towns
STAFF WRITER

These days Mattie Jackson has rea-
son to be happy.

Her Summerhill community near
Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium and
Turner Field is enjoying a resurgence
after years of benign neglect and flight
by residents. Thanks to the Olympics
and years of work by volunteers, new
homes are being built, a park has been
renovated and middle-class tenants are
moving back.

“This was a community where ev-
erybody was your mother and every-
body cared," said Jackson, 71. “Over
the years, things got kind of rough and a
lot of people moved away. But there
were many of us who stayed who were
committed to not letting this communi-

Unlike Summerhill, many of Atlan-
ta's traditionally black neighborhoods
have died, while others are critically ill.
As Black History Month begins today,
for many black Atlantans the occasion
gives rise to bittersweet memories of
better days in old neighborhoods like
Buttermilk Bottom, Sweetmilk Hill,
Vine City, Fourth Ward and Reyn-
oldstown.

These were neighborhoods where
blacks, including freed slaves, first set-
tled in Atlanta. A combination of fac-
tors — urban renewal, crime and de-
segregation — forever altered life in
these communities.

Spend time with longtime residents
of these and talk soon
turns to their eommunltlu
“used to have" or places where promi-
nent buildings “used to be."

“We used to have an ice cream shop
right there on Butler Street, and every
Sunday we would stop by and get three
scoops for a dime,” recalls Jethro Eng-
lish, 84, who was born in Buttermilk
Bottom, now the area around the Atlan-

KEEPING BLACK HISTORY ALIVE

Houses on Little Street in Summerhill have the new Turner Field as their backdoor view.

ta Civic Center. “That was some of the
best ice cream you could ever put in
your mouth.”

When English was a young man, hh
family left Buttermilk Bottom and
moved to a house near Auburn Avenue,
once known as the Fourth Ward. In
those days, the area was bustling with
activity as a center for black businesses
and social life.

Buttermilk Bottom and Sweetmilk
Hill, areas near the Civic Center east of
downtown, no longer exist. Both were
victims of urban renewal.

Vine City, near the Georgia Dome,
and Reynoldstown, which abuts the De-
Kalb County line, remain. Still, the list
of “use to haves" in those neighbor-
hoods has grown in proportion to the
number of poor residents. Both have
struggled with crime and deteriorating

“When blacks first came to Atlanta,
they went to where other blacks set-
tled,” said Skip Mason, author of “Go-
ing Against The Wind: A Pictorial His-
tory of African-Americans in Atlanta."
“When those restraints were removed,
they forgot those old neighborhoods
and moved into the suburbs. What was
left were poor people, many of whom
could not afford to leave.”
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In Summerhill, construction of At-
lanta-Fulton County Stadium and 1-20
disrupted the neighborhood. But Jack-
son is glad that Summerhill has been
able to use the Olympics to aid its con-
tinued survival. The area was one of
several targeted by the Corporation for
Olympic Development in Atlanta for
new and rehabilitated housing, new
street lights and signage.

“The main thing we did was orga-
nize," said Jackson, a board member of
the Summerhill Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corp. “That's how we saved
Summerhill.”
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