 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1County of Fayette;

State of Georgia

RESOLUTION  2015-??
A RESOLUTION ON TRANSPORTATION FUNDING PLANS FROM THE GEORGIA LEGISLATURE
WHEREAS,
The 2015 General Assembly is reviewing various transportation funding proposals such as House Bill 170; and

WHEREAS,
There is general recognition that road and bridge maintenance along with upgrading infrastructure to keep pace with congestion is necessary and should be funded, but we also acknowledge the Reason Foundation’s 21st Annual Report on the Performance of State Highways showing Georgia’s rural roads ranked first in the nation, urban roads ranked fourth in the nation and the State ranked thirteenth in the nation overall; and

WHEREAS, 
We also recognize that the crisis is not as much about funding as it is about how the funding is spent, and vague proposals with no specifics about what constitutes the state’s “full universe of transportation needs” is a drawback; and

WHEREAS, 
HB 170 in its current iteration is not revenue-neutral at the State or local levels, and also significantly impacts local school funding; and

WHEREAS, 
An Atlanta Journal-Constitution poll conducted by Abt SRBI found that 64% responded they would not support an increase in gasoline taxes, in addition to the 63% of metro Atlantans who opposed the 2012 regional TIA (T-SPLOST), indicating the State should re-evaluate transportation planning and funding philosophies; and

WHEREAS, 
We support the use of the entire State sales tax on fuel, including the $180 million “fourth penny,” to be used exclusively for roads and bridges, imploring the State Legislature to make transportation funding a priority in the State’s budget; and

WHEREAS, 
While excise taxes might be more reliable than sales taxes on gasoline, increase adjustments for inflation and vehicle fuel efficiency should require a vote of the General Assembly to avoid perpetual tax increases without due diligence; and
WHEREAS, 
Trust within the constituency is weak with prior promises not kept like Georgia 400 tolls and other government programs where earmarked funds were hijacked for other purposes; and
WHEREAS, 
There is a distinct lack of recognition from the State Legislature that the Federal Highway Trust Fund is deficit spending and Congress is mulling a 10 to 15 cent increase in the Federal gas tax and that lower fuel costs benefit our constituents and Georgia’s economy; and

WHEREAS, 
Georgians and other citizens of the United States now see around 25% of their Federal gas taxes diverted to subsidize mass transit in six metro areas, streetcars, ferries, sidewalks, bike lanes, hiking trails, and landscaping projects, almost none of which show significant signs of relieving traffic congestion; but there are no resolutions from the State Legislature asking to re-appropriate the Federal gas taxes back to the original “user’s fee” principle for roads and bridges; and
WHEREAS, 
No State agency has yet to calculate an official matrix on what constitutes an acceptable mass transit project based on ridership, cost-per-rider and total impact on traffic congestion, especially vital now that taxpayers are being asked to fund transit projects statewide such as the 2.7 mile, $98 million Atlanta Streetcar boondoggle, and only 3% of the metro Atlanta population commutes by transit according to the Census Bureau’s 2013 American Community Survey; and
WHEREAS, 
There are no measures from the State Legislature moving to reduce the Federal role in gasoline tax collection even though the interstate highway system was officially completed in 1992, so Georgians must endure increased costs for building and maintaining roads because of Federal regulation, the Federal Davis-Bacon prevailing wage rules, Federal Buy American procurement provisions and forced unionization of mass transit labor which drastically increases costs and diminishes State and local control; and
WHEREAS,
We recognize that government closest to the people is most effective and more accountable to the taxpayers and that giving two or more counties the ability to create transportation funding proposals that specifically meet their needs and allowing their constituents to approve those plans and the levy of the tax is preferred; and

WHEREAS,
The mandated Transportation Investment Act (regional T-SPOST) sales tax model is a unbearable one-size-fits-all program more inclined to create controversy than transportation solutions; and

WHEREAS, 
We ask that the State Legislature seek objective counsel on transportation beyond the powerful real estate development lobby that created the recent housing-bubble leading to a major recession, causing Georgia to be a leader in the number of banks failures in the nation, promoting our eventual economic downfall; so
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County does hereby formally request that the State endeavor to become a national leader in transportation reform by making transportation a priority in the State’s budget, adopting specific plans dictating which projects will receive funding, concentrating on road and bridge infrastructure, eliminating proposed boondoggle projects such as transit rail with no rationale for implementation or justification based on certifiable traffic congestion relief standards, avoiding cost soaring Federal mandates with the State taking over the portion of the Federal gasoline tax.  Be it further resolved that the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County requests that the State conduct itself in a manner where there is no harm inflicted upon county governments, city governments and school boards across Georgia.

So resolved this 26th day of February 2015, by the
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