Good morning, thank you for coming.

I stand here today, not as an elected official who is seeking re-election.  

I stand here as a father; I stand here as a son; and I stand here as someone who has publicly acknowledged my mistakes, making amends which include making all parties whole, all the while continuing to be a faithful public servant. Unfortunately, I also stand here as a human being who is being attacked by those who I would submit know little about my life, both admirable and regrettable – and I would also add may have little room to throw stones.

I have always believed that campaigns should focus on the issues.  I have spent the last several months trying to stay focused on the issues of this City, but my opponent, from the outset, has opted to waddle in the mud and make this campaign one of personal attacks.  While this has become all too common place in politics today it is difficult to understand why a former mayor would join in doing it with him.
During Mayor Franklin’s tenure as Mayor she had numerous political and personal challenges that I, nor any of my colleagues raised as a means of questioning her ability to serve.
· We didn’t question her ability to serve when her daughtes had numerous legal issues that called for Mayor Franklin to arguably misuse her position to get a desired outcome.

· We didn’t question her ability to serve when her son’s business left the city and the state owing millions of dollars (during her tenure as Mayor)…and this is who my opponent has as his most trusted and senior advisor.
Is this a standard former Mayor Franklin and Ms. Woolard find acceptable? It seems hypocritical for them to stoop so low as to savagely attack me and then endorse my opponent given the standard they have raised.
While I have answered for my mistakes publicly and privately, to the media and all others, unfortunately, my opponent has not.

So today I like to offer a few challenges:

First, I challenge the voters to investigate in detail my opponents million dollar plus bankruptcy.

· Examine the story of the nearly 50 creditors he left without the full compensation he promised when he entered each financial obligation.

· Examine the details of the bankruptcy which includes sworn statements that just 18 months ago -- contrary to Atlanta law governing public service -- he was a resident of Rex, GA, not the city of Atlanta.

· By moving to Rex, GA, he intentionally avoided paying creditors moneys owed to others. 

Second, I urge the voters to examine my opponents unlawful use of Georgia Tech government property, for which he is under investigation.

Finally, I challenge the voters to remain committed to examining the most important elements of this election. I have worked shoulder to shoulder with Mayor Reed on some of the most difficult and important initiatives of his first term. We worked to reform the bloated political pension giveaways left us by prior administrations. Those were public payments Atlantans could simply no longer afford. Working side by side with the Mayor, we authorized 2,000 police officers for the first time in this City’s history; and working with the Mayor we grew our cash reserves from $7.4M to nearly $127M in just three years.
Moving Atlanta forward, is far more important than the petty mudslinging attacks that my opponent and his supporters have stooped to. 

As a city, I know the voters will evaluate the choices they have and choose humble over arrogance, choose competence and public integrity over failure and half truths. I have made my share of mistakes. I have and will forever apologize and hope to retain the confidence of the voters which I have enjoyed over the past 12 years. 
Thank you. I would be glad to take any questions you may have. 

