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This  comprehensive  studio  was  conducted  August  -­‐  December,  2012  and  

The  Studio  team  was  composed  of  17  City  Planning  and/or  Civil  Engi-­‐
neering  graduate  students  and  led  by  Prof.  Michael  Dobbins.  The  Studio  

(GDOT),  the  City  of  Atlanta,  Central  Atlanta  Progress  (CAP),  the  Mid-­‐

purpose  of  the  Northside  Drive  studio  was  to  examine  the  corridor  with  
-­‐
-­‐

nomic  development.  This  compendium  of  reports  includes  summaries  of  
all  of  the  work  performed  by  the  students  this  semester.

At  the  behest  of  Emory  McClinton,  board  member  of  the  Georgia  De-­‐

-­‐
performing  corridor  that  frames  the  west  side  of  the  Atlanta  core  into  
a  grand  transit  boulevard.  Picture  a  tree-­‐lined,  well-­‐lit  boulevard,  wide  

to  I-­‐20  and  West  End.  Imagine  too  dissolving  the  east-­‐west  divide  that  

west  from  the  robust  Downtown  and  Midtown  centers  to  the  east,  physi-­‐
cally,  economically,  and  socially.  

Northside  Drive  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  studies  and  plans  
from  as  far  back  as  the  1990s,  such  as  the  Central  Atlanta  Transport  
Study  of  1999;  as  recent  as  July  of  in  2012  with  the  Cobb  County  Locally  

the  corridor  to  become  a  fully  developed  arterial  road  which  could  facili-­‐

the  corridor  was  underplayed  in  these  studies.  And  there  have  been  no  

to  the  east  and  the  lower  income  neighborhoods  to  the  west,  nor  how  to  
develop  strategies  to  bridge  that  east-­‐west  gap.

43

example,  could  support  business  incubators  and  start-­‐ups.  Others  could  support  research  labs,  maybe  for  the  

-­‐

living  and  working  at  the  margins.  Part  of  such  a  program  could  consider  employment  of  the  underemployed  

-­‐
ers,  and  the  Morehouse  School  of  Medicine,  which  would  need  to  be  approached  anyway  to  explore  the  land  
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-­‐
-­‐

future:  

o  Make  it  a  park  with  a  lake  at  the  low  point
o  Make  it  a  railroad  yard

o  Make  it  an  industrial  park

-­‐
sures  to  encourage  their  success

-­‐

entry  points

Figure  33.  Land  use  at  the  Northside  Drive-­‐I-­‐20  area



4
Figure  2.  Working  group  coverage

-­‐
ing  groups  with  one  working  on  corridor-­‐wide  strategies  and  the  other  
four  on  sub-­‐areas.  The  study  areas  and  group  assignment  are  shown  in  
Figure  2.  

The  Whole  Corridor  Working  
Group  (1)  was  tasked  with  the  re-­‐
sponsibility  of  both  seeing  to  t¬he  
maintenance  of  a  cohesive  vision  
for  the  corridor  and  of  taking  the  

-­‐
ture”  for  transit  and  other  project-­‐
wide  systems.  
The  SRTA  Working  Group  (2)  was  
tasked  with  assuming  oversight  
of  the  area  west  of  I-­‐75/85,  south  
of  I-­‐75,  east  of  Howell  Mill  Road  
and  north  of  10th  Street.  These  
boundaries  encompass  Loring  

Georgia  Tech  property.  The  main  
focus  was  the  redevelopment  of  
the  site  owned  by  the  State  Road  
&  Tollway  Authority  (SRTA)  and  the  
Lionstone  Group  into  a  transit  hub  
serving  the  surrounding  area  as  
well  as  the  northwest  quadrant  of  
the  region.  Throughout  the  report,  

The  Mid-­‐Corridor  Working  Group  
(3)  assumed  responsibility  over  the  
area  centering  on  Northside  Drive  
from  10th  Street  to  Ivan  Allen  
Boulevard.  The  Mid-­‐Corridor  group  
extended  the  focus  to  various  land-­‐
use  contexts  including  the  light  

Street  and  north  of  Donald  Lee  
Hollowell  Parkway,  the  emerging  
West  Midtown  area  of  mixed-­‐use  

-­‐
al  uses,  the  detached  single  family  
dwellings  in  English  Avenue,  along  
with  an  ample  amount  of  vacant  
land  including  parking  lots  north  
of  the  Georgia  World  Congress  
Center.

The  MMPT/AUC  Working  Group  
(4)  was  tasked  with  overseeing  

41
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the  plan  for  the  area  roughly  from  Simpson  Street  to  I-­‐20,  which  encom-­‐
passes  the  current  site  of  the  Georgia  Dome,  the  Georgia  World  Congress  
Center,  The  Phillips  Arena,  Atlanta  University  Center  (AUC),  Vine  City,  
English  Avenue,  Ashview  Heights,  Castleberry  Hill,  Georgia  State  Univer-­‐
sity,  Centennial  Olympic  Park,  Fairlie-­‐Poplar,  the  South-­‐Central  Business  

-­‐

and  Historic  Mims  Park.  This  group  generally  considered  on  the  area  
west  of  Northside  Drive  from  Donald  Lee  Hollowell  Pkwy  NW  down  to  
I-­‐20.  The  major  projects  we  looked  at  throughout  the  planning  process  

development  of  the  Green  Line  throughout  the  South  Downtown  district.

snarl  of  streets,  ramps,  rails,  MARTA  and  cut-­‐up  land  uses  that  divide  
West  End  from  the  AUC,  the  Villages  at  Castleberry,  and  the  Mechanics-­‐

-­‐

served  to  inform  community  members  of  the  studio  project  and  share  

Halfway  through  the  semester,  the  students  presented  to  approximately  
-­‐

This  feedback,  then,  was  incorporated  into  the  analysis  and  reasoning  for  

of  the  research  and  stakeholder  feedback.

input  and  guidance  over  the  spring  of  2013.The  graduate  students  who  

Northside  Drive  into  a  grand  transit  boulevard  framing  the  extensive  and  
-­‐

ers  on  Oct  22,  2012  (Taken  by  studio  
team)

40

The  biggest  move  (Figure  32)  to  

proposal  for  the  whole  corridor.  
With  minimal  right-­‐of-­‐way,  envi-­‐

Northside  Drive  can  be  rerouted  
-­‐

cess  road  system  and  the  West  

into  Peters  Street  and  then  West  
Whitehall,  bringing  it  thus  to  the  
west  side  of  the  rail  tracks,  leading  
straight  in  to  the  West  End  MARTA  

from  I-­‐20  to  Northside  Drive  and  
direct  access  to  West  End,  this  

-­‐
side  alignment  to  become  the  
northern  terminus  of  Metropolitan  
Parkway  and  to  plan  for  future  land  
use  and  development  in  a  more  
cohesive  and  logical  way.  

Figure  32.  New  Northside  Drive
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pedestrian  safety

39

generator  of  jobs  seem  favorable

-­‐

-­‐
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-­‐
-­‐

crisscrosses  this  hodgepodge  terrain  includes  I-­‐20  up  high,  MARTA  rail  also  up  high,  the  CSX/Norfolk  Southern  
-­‐

ing  Murphy  Street  on  the  east),  Norfolk  Southern  tracks  under  Whitehall  but  at  grade  with  Wells  Street  to  the  
south,  Peters  Street  (which  becomes  West  Whitehall),  Northside  Drive  diving  down  below  Peters  Street  and  
the  CSX/NS  tracks  and  coming  back  up  to  cross  Wells  Street,  intersect  with  Ralph  David  Abernathy,  and  pro-­‐

inaccessible  and  unreadable  it  all  is  on  the  ground.  

as  well  as  powerful  agencies  like  GDOT,  MARTA,  N/S  and  CSX  railroads,  and  the  City  of  Atlanta.  

So,  what  to  do?  Having  reviewed  a  compendium  of  studies  in  the  area,  ranging  from  those  seeking  to  establish  

visioning  plan,  the  Housing  Authority’s  Choice  Neighborhoods  planning,  and  previous  Northside  Drive  and  I-­‐20  
-­‐

Castleberry,  and  downtown  generally,  and  from  West  End  to  points  east

and  west  street  network

of  no-­‐man’s-­‐land  in  the  middle  of  and  repelling  otherwise  vibrant  urban  terrain

-­‐
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appropriate  provision  for  bicycle  travel.

2.1.1.  TRAFFIC  &  TRANSIT  

vibrancy  of  the  corridor  area.  

based  primarily  on  immediacy,  feasibility,  and  intensity.  

Phase  1:  This  phase  includes  restriping  along  the  length  of  the  corridor  to  include  four  through  lanes  and  
-­‐

bound  and  7-­‐9am  southbound)  and  will  become  on-­‐street  parking  outside  of  peak  hours.  The  goal  of  this  
approach  is  to  get  vehicles  used  to  a  reduced  number  of  through  lanes  and  to  save  the  outside  right-­‐of-­‐way  for  

-­‐
-­‐

Phase  2:  This  phase,  which  could  be  implemented  in  the  near  term  by  MARTA  and  CCT,  who  are  ready  to  act,  
adds  a  bus  route  along  the  corridor.  The  major  change  from  Phase  1  is  that  during  peak  hours,  only  buses,  High  

Phase  3:  This  phase,  longer  term,  eliminates  all  on-­‐street  parking  and  dedicates  the  outer  lanes  to  transit  and  
-­‐

consider  the  bus  because  it  came  too  infrequently.
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Phase  1:  Introduce  parking  strip  throughout  corridor

preserving  three  peak  lanes  of  capacity  for  commuters.
-­‐

Phase  2:  Add  buses.  Replace  peak-­‐hour  curb  lane  with  transit

36
Figure  31.  Master  plan  for  MMPT-­‐AUC  area

5.5.5.  MASTER  PLAN

connect  across  Northside  Drive,  into  Centennial  Olympic  Park,  to  Freedom  Parkway  and  eventually  link  
into  the  Stone  Mountain  PATH

-­‐
ters  to  Fair,  and  thence  into  the  heart  of  the  AUC  campuses

down  to  the  Atlanta  University  Center  by  way  of  Northside  Drive,  back  north  through  the  Westside  neigh-­‐
borhoods  and  return  into  Downtown
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2.1.2.  BICYCLE  FACILITIES

routes  are  encouraged.  Also  included  in  the  report  is  a  detailed  analysis  and  plan  for  a  bicycle  sharing  system  

mobility.  Figure  8  on  the  right  shows  the  biking  sharing  system  vision.  

2.1.3.  PEDESTRIAN  FACILITIES

be  taken  to  protect  the  safety  of  greater  numbers  of  pedestrians  along  the  corridor.  This  report  highlights  some  
of  the  most  important  changes  to  be  made  to  the  built  environment  to  ensure  these  goals:

shade  along  improved  sidewalks  as  well  as  shelters  at  all  the  bus  stops  throughout  the  area.  Transit  access  ser-­‐
-­‐

trian  environment  vision.

Figure  7.  Recommended  sidewalk  improvement  at  human  scale
35

-­‐

Center  campus  with  Vine  City,  English  Avenue,  Georgia  Tech,  Centennial  Olympic  Park,  the  Downtown  Streetcar  

the  south  site.
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Figure  8.  Bike  sharing  system  vision

34

study  area  even  with  the  prospect  of  the  MMPT,  Falcon  stadium  and  associated  east  side  investment.  The  de-­‐

-­‐

vacant  build-­‐  ings  for  use  as  job  training  centers,  community  centers,  daycare  centers,  or  various  housing  con-­‐

improvements.

beyond  Northside  Drive.  This  may  also  include  extending  the  Downtown  Streetcar  into  the  Westside  neighbor-­‐
hoods  via  the  Atlanta  University  Center,  most  likely  along  Fair  Street/Atlanta  Student  Movement  Blvd  or  possi-­‐
bly  along  MLK  Jr  Drive  to  Historic  Westside  Village  and  Wal-­‐Mart.

Atlanta  Plan,  which  begin  to  reconstruct  the  grid  network  Downtown  near  the  Gulch  area.  Also,  as  part  of  the  

of  several  bike/ped  improvements  that  will  help  create  a  gateway  to  the  Westside  neighborhoods,  especially  

-­‐

the  MMPT  and  new  Falcons  Stadium  (presumably  at  the  south  site  at  Northside  Drive  and  MLK,  Jr.  Dr.)  will  be  

5.5.4.  IMAGINATIVE  SCENARIO

adjacent  private  redevelopment,  the  plan  seeks  to  ensure  that  neighborhood  residents  do  not  take  on  an  ad-­‐
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-­‐
-­‐

The  focus  here,  while  general,  is  on:

33

ment,  growth,  and  development.  Taking  into  account  the  range  of  stakeholder  input  and  the  technical  access  

-­‐

-­‐
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Figure  10.  Proposed  maximum  density  within  10  mins  walkshed,  able  to  accommodate  another  5000  residents  
and  2500  jobs

Recommended

32

Major  issues  in  the  MMPT/AUC  area  include:

Castleberry  Hill)  to  Downtown  and  surrounding  areas

the  goals.

In  general,  the  Westside  neighborhoods  have  experienced  disinvestment  and  neglect  over  the  last  few  de-­‐

-­‐

-­‐
opment  along  Northside  Drive.  

currently  sit  create  impenetrable  barriers  for  pedestrians  who  would  like  to  access  Downtown  from  the  West-­‐

toward  dirt  lots  that  front  Northside  Drive  along  the  boundaries  of  Vine  City.

increasing  the  amount  of  impermeable  surface  space.  During  the  visioning  process,  we  have  tried  to  plan  for  
-­‐

In  planning  for  this  area,  we  looked  at  the  government  funding  that  has  been  available  to  those  living  in  the  

-­‐
ter  ended.  TAD  funding  as  well  as  the  assistance  provided  through  the  Choice  Neighborhoods  Program  are  
both  resources  for  dealing  with  these  issues  in  the  future.  The  developments  previously  discussed,  the  MMPT,  

(CBA)  be  incorporated  into  future  development  processes  so  the  Westside  would  experience  further  invest-­‐



14

2.3.  COMMUNITY  &  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT

The  study  area  encompass  some  of  Atlanta’s  lowest-­‐income  and  most  disenfranchised  neighborhoods,  as  well  

-­‐
-­‐
-­‐

and  incipient  transit  proposals,  measures  will  need  to  be  implemented  to  help  foster  community  resilience  in  
-­‐

-­‐

31

second  phase.  Again,  single-­‐family  

in  English  Avenue.  The  remaining  

parking  lots  provide  a  variety  

of  land  uses  with  green  space  

or  parking  topped  with  green  

space  in  the  center.  The  interior  

garages  would  replace  the  surface  

parking  currently  in  the  area.  

Because  the  surface  lots  are  used  

on  top  of  the  garages  and  in  the  

center  courtyards  can  be  used  for  
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Figure  14.  Focus  area  of  SRTA  group

Figure  15.  Summary  of  key  issues

-­‐

29
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The  State  Road  and  Tollway  Authority  (SRTA)  some  years  ago  purchased  an  approximately  6  acre  plot  of  land  

the  development  of  a  transit  hub  that  would  serve  to  provide  among  other  purposes,  an  intermediate  transit  
hub  for  Cobb  Community  Transit  (CCT),  MARTA  buses,  Amtrak,  and  commuter  rail.    It  was  envisioned  that  this  

Adjacent  to  this  site  is  another  property  of  approximately  6  acres  which  is  now  up  for  sale  jointly  with  the  SRTA  
site  by  the  Lionstone  Group.  One  of  the  major  concerns  associated  with  development  of  this  site  is  the  need  to  

that  the  projected  development  of  the  site  for  mixed-­‐use  purposes  is  adequately  integrated  into  the  surround-­‐

Residential  
mixed-­‐used.  Retail  
fronting  the  Bishop  
Street  connection

Office

Amtrak  Station

Parking
Transit  lay-­‐
over

Parking
Bishop  Street  
development  of  light-­‐
industrial  /  office  use
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pond  at  the  section  where  Hemphill  Ave.  

was  removed.  This  may  be  an  option  

regarding  this  intersection  as  the  point  is  

often  a  collection  of  stormwater  run-­off.  

-­‐
-­‐
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need  for  pedestrian  and  streetscape  improvements  in  this  area,  the  Bishop  Street  grid  may  also  be  considered  

Street  improvements  here  should  leverage  the  new  momentum  that  could  be  generated  with  a  proposed  

need  for  pedestrian  and  streetscape  improvements  in  this  area,  the  Bishop  Street  grid  may  also  be  considered  

Street  improvements  here  should  leverage  the  new  momentum  that  could  be  generated  with  a  proposed  
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3.5.1.  PHASE  1
Phase  1  of  the  master  plan  includes  more  short-­‐term  and  framework  measures  that  would  result  in  improve-­‐

3.5.2.  PHASE  2

-­‐
-­‐

3.5.2.  PHASE  3
-­‐

Phase  1

SRTA  Site
Establish  
framework  plan  
for  site

14th/
Hemphill

Streetscape  
improvements    
and  Hemphill  
Ave.  closure

Bishop  
Street

Pedestrian  
improvements
and Sports  
Complex  planning

GT  
Properties

Coordinate  
softball  field  
development  
with  existing  
plans

Figure  20.  Phase  1  of  SRTA  area  master  plan
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Phase 2

SRTA  Site

Initial sale  and  
development  
with  reservation  
of  land  for  transit

14th/
Hemphill

Hemphill  Ave.  
path  
development

Bishop  
Street

Zoning  and  initial  
redevelopment

GT  
Properties

Integrated  street  
grid  and  initial  
development

Phase  3

SRTA  Site Full  development
of  transit  hub

14th/
Hemphill

Redevelopment  
of  surrounding  
land

Bishop  
Street

Integrated  street  
grid/
development

GT  
Properties

Development  of  
remaining  land

Figure  22.  Phase  3  of  SRTA  area  master  plan

Figure  21.  Phase  2  of  SRTA  area  master  plan
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-­‐

-­‐

-­‐

-­‐

bicycle  access  routes,  and  streetscape  treatments.

each  of  the  subareas,  subdivided  into  two  separate  master  plan  phases.  

Green  Space

Georgia  Tech

Throughout  Study  Area

Northside  Drive

23

  (Figure  24)

and  provide  a  community  space  shared  by  east  and  west

each  of  the  subareas,  subdivided  into  two  separate  master  plan  phases.  

(Figure  25)

-­‐

-­‐
ture  on  the  east  side  to  accommodate  grade  change  and  parking  needs

(Figure  26)

carry  North  Avenue  streetscape  improvements  into  English  Avenue  neighborhood

Northside  Drive

(Figure  27)

railroad  tracks

spaces  to  the  south  (Georgia  Dome,  World  Congress  Center)  and  the  uses  found  to  the  north  and  west  
(English  Avenue,  Georgia  Tech).

-­‐
ment  could  help  defray  the  costs  associated,  both  in  land  and  in  development  costs.  The  pedestrian  scale  

-­‐


