THOU ART BANISHED!

The ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT has asked City Council to enact legislation that would MANDATE BANISHMENT of individuals convicted of prostitution from “Areas of Prostitution” or even the ENTIRE CITY OF ATLANTA.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Attend the work session sponsored by the Public Safety Committee
Monday, February 11, 2013 at 1:00 PM
CITY HALL, Committee Room 2
We cannot ARREST OURSELVES out of the problem!
Let’s work on SOLUTIONS that address issues of POVERTY, MENTAL ILLNESS, ABUSE AND DESPERATION!
Those of us WHO LIVE WITH, EXPERIENCE, AND WORK ON THESE ISSUES EVERY DAY should be at the table!
APD argues that this legislation has “worked” in Seattle, Washington.  
Let’s compare Seattle Stay out of Areas of Prostitution (SOAP) efforts  & Prostitution ordinance to APD’S proposal:
	Seattle
	Atlanta

	COUNSELING mandated with FEES WAIVED for indigent defendants
	NO COUNSELING provided by ordinance; additional fees and fines imposed

	FEE imposed on convicted johns to fund counseling program for sex workers
	NO COUNSELING provided by ordinance to anyone

	VICTIMS of human trafficking and pimping may use that as an AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE in court
	VICTIMS of human trafficking and pimping are only afforded leniency by ordinance AFTER A PLEA and IF THEY ASSIST in the capture of their pimps/traffickers

	SOAP is enforced by  individual COURT ORDER, permitting judicial discretion in sentencing
	SOAP is enforced by City Ordinance, affording absolutely no discretion to the sentencing judge 

	Banishment from SOAP zones is never mandatory 
	Banishment from SOAP zones is mandatory by ordinance, regardless of individualized circumstances of the defendant

	Banishment from the City limits is not contemplated
	Encourages banishment from City limits for second offense.

	No new offense, citations or police reports issue for SOAP arrests
	We don’t know.

	A database of SOAP orders is readily available to officers policing SOAP zones to prevent wrongful arrests and detentions
	We don’t know.



For more information, contact:  Xochitl Bervera, Racial Justice Action Center at xochitl@mayfirst.org 404-861-0756
ORDINANCE 13-0-0025 
This ordinance calls for increased penalties for sex workers and those who solicit them - including increasing the mandatory sentence of imprisonment for a first offense from 15 days to 180 days and banishment from designated areas of the city ("Areas of Prostitution”) for the duration of their probation.  It reaffirms existing law to allow for banishment from the entire city of Atlanta and maintains steep fines for anyone convicted of a second violation.

